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INTRODUCTION

These definitions are used as framework to examine what 
type of socialization goals European American mothers set 
for their children and how it is respective to the culture, 
they are based in. 

• Environment is defined as a two-way perspective; how 
an individual engages with it and how it engages with 
that individual to influence their actions (methodology) 
and thought process (ideology)5.

• Environmental sociological imagination is a 
framework that recognizes the extent to which individual 
lives are strongly shaped by where, when and whom 
someone is born as and the range of experiences they 
have had are some of the key factors in molding an 
individual’s life7.

• Parental socialization goals are aims comprised of 
values and beliefs that are deemed important to the 
parents for their children’s socialization into society4. 

• Socialization goals are important to study because they 
demonstrate where a certain culture’s practices and 
beliefs are rooted and what that culture deems of 
importance for navigation in existing cultural context. 
Where and what such values are important to note 
because they help examine children’s socio-emotional 
development and they provide context and a template 
for their identity3. The current study used empirical data 
to explore parental socialization goals of European 
American mothers. 
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Socialization Goal Interview Methods

Extracted and Grouped Socialization Goals

Self Maximization 
(Development of Self 

as an Individual)

Self-Regulation 
(Emotional

Management)

Lovingness 
(Interpersonal/Dyadic 

Warmth)

Demeanor 
(Appropriate Behavior)

Decency (Personal 
Standards of Behavior)

AI: Independence.
APP: Development of Personal & 

Economic Potential.
AWB: Well-being.

SC: Concern about Control of 
Negative Impulses.

CE: Emotional Resilience.

LW: Warm (general interactional 
style)

Lfam: Close, loving relationships with 
family

WRB: Respectful Behavior.
WRG: Good Group Member.

WRF: Family Role Obligations.
WRS: Relation to Society.

D-I: Avoid Illicit Behavior.
D-PR: Personal Integrity and Values in 

One’s Behavior Towards Others.

Figure 1. Breakdown of goals and SGI codes

Figure 2. Estimated marginal means of frequency graph METHODS & ANALYSIS

Participants
Participants are drawn from a larger cross-cultural study. The 
current study included twelve European American mothers 
(mean age = 35.67, SD = 4.92) who have at least one 4- to 5-
year-old child (6 boys). Mothers are primarily well-educated (11 
out of 12 has at least a college degree) and have high annual 
household income (8 out of 12 earned more than $80,000).
Measures
• Socialization Goal Interview; where mother’s long term 

socialization goals such as desirable/undesirable child 
characteristics were assessed1. Mothers’ socialization goals 
were coded using the following categories (Figure 1). 

Data analysis
All analyses were conducted using Statistical Package for 
Social Sciences (SPSS).
• MANCOVA (multivariate analysis of covariance) were 

conducted to test whether the mean frequencies of the 5 
outcome variables were significantly different, while 
controlling for the total number of goals mother talked about 
in the interview. The goals are self-maximization (individual 
development), self-regulation (internal emotion regulation), 
lovingness (affability), decency, and proper demeanor 
(appropriate and acceptable behaviors in society). 

• Post Hoc Analyses with a Bonferroni adjustment were 
used to see how each goal is different from each other. The 
Estimated Marginal Means of each goal and the Pairwise 
Comparisons were analyzed.

RESULTS
Descriptive statistics:
• Self maximization holds the largest mean value of 13.08 and 

standard deviation value of 14.59.
• Decency holds the lowest mean value of 1.58. 
• The lowest standard deviation value of 2.92 is held by 

Demeanor. 

MANCOVA:
• The greenhouse-geisser corrections result illustrates the 

mean frequencies of the 5 types of goals was significantly 
different, F (1.895, 18.947) = 16.038, p < 0.001, partial eta 
squared = 0.616. 

• Partial eta-squared indicates the effect size, with 0.01-0.06 
considered small effect size, 0.06-0.14 medium effect size, 
and 0.14 or above large effect size2. 

• Based on the results and data analysis a large effect size for 
each of the goals’ differences can be observed.

• Post Hoc analyses demonstrated that Self-maximization had 
statistically higher frequency than Self-regulation (p=0.002) 
and Decency (p=.004), however, it was not statistically 
different from Lovingness and Proper Demeanor.

The Relationship Between Marginal Means and Socialization Goals for American Mothers
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Post hoc analyses with a Bonferroni adjustment were used to find Estimated 
Marginal Means of each goal and are graphed above. This illustrates how 
each goal is different from each other. **p < 0.010
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Figure 3. Breakdown of each code in the over five goals

Moreover, when comparing with other cultures with an ESI 
framework, individualistic and independent natures are a 
heavy influence in American culture. With such influences, 
goals for American children would be more invested in self 
maximization and being individualistic (Figure 3). This 
observation is unique because it enables the utilization of the 
independence cultural model to contextualize the 
environment of European American mothers. This model 
places significance in self-enhancement and self-maximization 
when it comes to contextualizing socialization goals for a 
culture7; such as the ones discussed by European American 
mothers. Such significance holds credence with the hypothesis 
and data analysis followed by the socialization goal interview. 

SIGNIFICANCE  

The articulated findings in this study aimed to execute a 
holistic approach using the ESI theoretical framework to better 
elucidate the connections among culture and SGI. Moreover, 
this study provides a unique contribution to the understanding 
of parental socialization of child emotion across diverse 
sociocultural contexts by integrating a novel theoretical 
framework (i.e., ESI).

CONCLUSION & Future Studies

The model of independence is reflected in the socialization 
goals of our sample that are recruited from urban, educated 
families, and (post)industrialized societies. Moreover, this 
model emphasizes self-enhancement and self-maximization 
for socialization goal setting. Thus, the mechanism based on 
the individualistic nature of American culture, heavily 
influence the goals for children in this cultural environment. 
Using cross cultural study data would further enable the 
comparison of others cultural models and increase 
uniqueness of the study overall. Moreover, cross cultural 
studies allow a better frame of reference for comparison and 
contrasting of different cultures, social institutions, and 
communities.  

Moreover, AI, AWB, and APP codes for self-maximization make 
up more than forty percent when compared with the other four 
goals. Amongst all the codes for the goals specified previously, 
APP was the most frequent (Figure 3), which is important to 
note because it signifies the development of personal and 
economic potential. Such development is accompanied by 
strong preferences in independence and individual well-being 
when it comes to shaping socialization goals. 

DISCUSSION

The findings are consistent with the hypothesis that self-
maximization will be most prominent in US mothers when it 
comes to socialization goals. Self-maximization included 
development of self as an individual, well being, 
independence, and personal development and economic 
potential. 
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HYPOTHESIS   

Goals for American children would be more invested in 
self maximization and being individualistic. The 
mechanism for this is based on the individualistic nature 
of American culture (i.e independence cultural model)6.


