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This study aimed to examine the body of scholarly knowledge, research, and practice related to 
water governance systems. The research objective was to identify the components of an 
adequate water governance system for the Sub-Saharan African region.

• According to the Organization for Socio-Economic Development and Cooperation [OECD] 
(2015), 40% of water sources for human consumption worldwide are under water stress and 
the demand will increase by at least 50% by 2050. In sub-Saharan Africa, the water resource 
situation is characterized by overexploitation, pollution, and scarcity (United Nations [UN], 
2014). 

• Akpabio et al. (2017) explained an urgency to ensure equitable access to the quality and 
quantity of water necessary for a decent life. Lack of water holds significant power over 
other factors of human well-being, while  contributes to increasing the social inequality gap 
and the vulnerability of households in the highest levels of poverty (Akpabio et al., 2017).

• Water governance is essential when developing, designing, and implementing more efficient 
and inclusive public water policies. Water governance has a determining role in economic 
growth, poverty reduction, and environmental sustainability in developing countries (U.S 
Government, 2017).

• According to Rogers and Hall (2007, p.3), water governance is the range of political, 
social, economic, and administrative systems that are in place to develop and manage water 
resources and the delivery of water services at different levels of society.

For this theoretical study, researchers conducted a desktop review using multiple primary and 
secondary data sources, including international cooperation organization documents, journal 
articles, government reports, and websites. This research study is part of the Governance 
Research for Water Systems (GROWS) funded by USAID. The goal of GROWS is to identify 
and disseminate learnings around innovative governance models and tools that will help 
improve rural water service delivery in sub-Saharan Africa.
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Implementing a water governance model capable of achieving the four elements proposed by GROWS could improve access to water among 
members of rural communities in Sub-Sharan countries. On the other hand, it would enhance citizen participation in activities related to the water 
distribution system. A water governance model is effective when it incorporates all the stakeholders within the management responsibilities, 
including government (national and local levels), private sector, international and domestic non-governmental organizations, civil society 
organizations, academia, water committees, and users (Gianotti et al., 2018). Finally, it could significantly reduce the private sector’s hesitancy to 
invest in community water distribution systems. It is recommended to include and disseminate this water governance model in those initiatives that 
seek to improve water resource accessibility and quality in Sub-Saharan Africa.
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